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Often when sitting with his beautiful
wife on tho veranda of their summer
plnco ho would pull nut n case con-
taining a clinical thermometer and try
to tnko his own temperature. Ho could
not bear ii"lsc, so his children were
virtually banished. Ho was afraid of
tho effect of music on his nerves, so
his wife gave up singing tho ono rec-
reation left to her and sue had a
voice of gorgeous richness.

During theso years the wife passed
from 23 to She M'ldom saw friends
of her own age. Invitations were de-
clined so regularly, time after time,
that finally they ceased coming. At 2S
she was nt the height of her mental and
physical development. She, as well as
tier husband, had nil the money they
could desire; and yet she was chained
to a rock, with the great world whirl-
ing all around her.

One day she did not como home for
dinner. A few days later the husband
received n wireless saying she was on
her way to Europe. Then came reports
that sho was accompanied by a man
both of them had known but a short
time, n man ten years older than hcr- -

shown in New
are why should the great

self, full of life nnd fun, who sang and
danced and played tennis, who waa a

who had carried on many a
flirtation with girls here nnd elsewhere,
but who had never married.

They had met He know
of her position, of her hus-

band's unconscious cruelty. Ho was
fascinated by beauty nnd grace and
charm. And she, on the other hand,
was Intoxicated by this new acquaint-
ance. Each of them some god-

dess smote with madness." They
n few months afterward tho deserted
and husband committed
suicide. To-da- y tho children nro
living with grandparents, wondering
sometimes where their beautiful mother
Is, nnd when sho Is coming to
them.

Who Is thero bold enough to lay the
blame for this enso of ruin wrought by
tho Demon of Middle Ago? It Is easy
to that the husband, with his
Imaginary ailments, was responsible;
and In a way ho was, of course. Yet,
even if his ailments were In
tho eyes of others, to him they wcro
very real. Every effort short of actual
carrying him off Into tho woods was
made to him
of mind and body tho ono thing need
ful for recovery of his mental und
physical poise. Tho dlfllculty, It
would Is that ho had too much
money.

If he hnd had to work for his dally
bread thero would been no time
for him to worry nbout himself, to con-

sider this symptom and that, to fancy
thnt all sorts of disabilities were grow-
ing upon him. As for his wife, con-

stant association for years with such a
mnn might bo expected to drlvo her
nearly It Is easy to see why
sho fell n victim to tho Demon, even at
tho cost of deserting her

Take the case of still young
woman, tho daughter of 11 family
occupying n position of nnd
corresponding In n Inrgo city
up the State. Sho too was a girl of
unusual and wit. Sho too mar-
ried early; but she a man who
had to work for their support. In
fact he was so engrossed In his business
that he seldom saw his, young wlfo
the first year or two.

Ho would leave homo soon after

breakfast nnd toll at his office until young wlfo with madness? For her tho nearby resorts In summer, wonderful' y j.1 i f,' R71
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would reluctantly atnrt homeward him
self. After a. silent dinner, eaten as a
matter of duty, ho would bury him-
self In nn easy chair for nn hour, smok-
ing (i cigar und rending a newspaper.
Hy 9 o'clock ho retired, sheer ex-

haustion.
Sometimes his young wife went nut

to n dnnce or u of cards, or to
the theatre with friend who under-
stood her ultuatlon nnd pitied her.

by far sho nt home,
trying to pass tho time by reading a
novel or by sewing for tho children
were abed nnd tho evenings iwero
nnd lonely. At first sho used to try
to engage her husband In ordlnn'y con-

versation while ho was glancing over
his evening paper; soon gave It
up, becnuso his replies wcro bo short.
This man had In mind Just one thing
to make n fortune by tho time he was
15 and to sncrlflco everything else to
this end.

In such effort tho slipped
n .say, and that next summer his old-

est child, a boy, suffered un Illness and
tho doctor advised that ho bo taken
to tho soashoro to recuperate.

With moro 11 relief the
father saw his family go away. They
wero to slay down on tho New Jersey
coast for the entire summer. Now ho
could close the house nnd tnko a room

but the
exist in heart of the

her

"angry
eloped;

llttlo

bnck

say

glvo

main

have

another

beauty
married

after

from

game

Oftoner stayed

lung

but

thirties

thnn llttlo

In 11 hotel within flvo minutes walk of
his ofllcc. Ho could glvo himself up,
wholly nnd to business for

threo months!
The llttlo went away the

mother, still young and full of life,
threo children and a nursemaid. For
several weeks letters camo o tho father
telling of fun and frolic there by tho
sea, of tennis nnd dances, of now

nnd urgent requests enmo
that ho Join them even If only for the
week end, now nnd then. Hut he
smiled, nnd sent back word that such
n thing could not bo thought of; ho
had so much business iho could not at-

tend to It. Ho must make liny whllo
tho sun shone, llrlef letters, they
were, which ho sent hack to tho wlfo
who him to como down there
to the senshoro Just a few lines
hastily written.

Then ono week townrd the end of tho
senson ho failed to recclvo n letter from
her. Ho waited a fow dayu nnd fearing
thnt tho boy was 111 again sent a tele-
gram, In responso camo to him from
tho a messago saying her
mistress had left the hotel flvo days

and had not como back.
Tho next train that stnrted toward

Its passengers. Ho whirled 'through
Now York ns fast as wheels could carry
him, rushed down to the summer re-

sort nnd found that tn addition to his
wlfo another guest at tho hotel where
she was staying had disappeared tho

she a bachelor of 43 from
tho middle West, with whom sho hnd

gone In bnth.ng, with whom she
had walked on tho sands, with whom
sho had taken moonlight drives and
with whom sho had danced nt tho casino
so often ns to cause comment. They
went, as did tho other eloping couple, to
Europe. They have not been heard of
In years.

huslmnd has divorce, but ho has
not acquired a fortuno. blow was
so Hiulden and so terrific that It took tho
fighting spirit out of him. Hold plans
for enlarging his wero aban-
doned and gradually the business passed
Into tho hands of others.

'in ...1 al.r. lf xnr tllt,1r., In ll.r.to" , II, "II lli.i v.mu.v.i ill null
summer hotel. Complete, Indeed, must
bo the madness which w.ll cause a
mother to desert her young!

It Is not the case of "When Wo Wero
Twenty-one.- " The peccadilloes of youth
are bad enough and often bring In their
trnln n lino of misery which may endure
tor moro than one generation ; but even
theso may bo of minor aa

compared with the ruin wrought through
the Demon of Mlddlo Age. Do you think

this tragedy of llfo is confined to
the rich nnd cultured, to 'those various
strata which In America mako up the
composite uf what Is termed "society"?
Never was greater mistake, ltlch nnd
poor, Ignorant and learned, well bred
ond boor, suffer nllko from the madness.
Tho "angry goddess" knows no such
merely human distinction its en.ite.

Mako a tour of the cheapest lodging
housou of the great cities; go any day
or evening In good weuthe.' to Union
Square, .Madison Square, to any of the
smaller parks In moro congested cec-- t

out, nnd glance tii tho men lounging
m thn benches. Sumo of them nro
worklngmen out for a, breath of nlr,

conscious of their right
to stand erect with heath up, earning
a living for their families. Hut these
are In the email minority.

Most nf those shambllnir. nnnrlv el.nl

such the above street to the
such

seem,

only

nearly
family

begged

often

men, slouching in tho wooden benches,
frowsy, unwashed, show by nhelr anx-
ious expression, or even moro plainly
by their stolid attitude, who and what
they are. Day after day they hang
nround public square or cheap lodging
house, until compelled to movo on.
And nlmost all of them nro men in tho
fortltf.

Go to tho Charities here
or clsewhero In tho country, ask
tho averngo ngo of tho men being
cared for as public charges; ask tho
wardens of Jails nnd prisons tho nver-og- e

age of convicts when they first un-
placed in the
recent In Tim Sunday Stw
of Everlt Mncy, who Is making an
exhnustlvo study of tho causes of pov-
erty Itself, up In county,
and you will learn that tho typical
applicant for relief Is "an alcoholic of
40." Hut Mr. Mncy carefully refrains
from saying whether alcoholism causes
tho human wr ck of alcoholism it-

self Is caused by poverty, misery, de-
spair, that drive tho man so far down
toward that ho seeks ob-

livion In nlcohol. one
seems to bo that tho man who

Is seized with this madness becomes
Its victim at tho ngo of 40 or there- -x v 1, ii.i .si.i n'"" " "' "r ""nUt-- bo hO rich OT P00r, educated Of. ,., .. m n n n

day vanished
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Tho

that

and

Tho
fact

Asldo from tho cause which
assign as tho ono most Important

thero be no question that there are
many causes of human
wreck nt mlddlo nge. What Is It which
lends a man to plnco himself In tho path
of Let us tnko two or threo
dellnlto cases, ns concrete examples, nnd
sco If wo may reason

Tnko tho enso of Jones, born and
brought up In a small town,
who comes to New York, obtains

works Uke a nailer for n fow
years, and finally cams a salary which
ho thinks is sufficient for tho support
of n wife, Ho marries, very likely a
girl from his native place or from
somo small town In Now Jersoy or

who has been brought up In her
father's homo and who looks forward
to light In a tiny apart
ment as sho would look forward to an

Was this man's ambition to make extended picnic.
money, at tho cost of else, For a while goes
the "angry goddess" who emoto his' nnd happily; there nra excursions to

urns. Ami then, perhaps, n child is norn,
a year or so later another one. Mrs,
Jones cannot think of having her babies
spend summer weather In
tho great crowded city, so she goes
nwny for n month or elx weeks; If she
goes to her father's homo In the coun-
try she stays there two or even
three.

And Jones, who hns been coming home
nfter n hard day's work to a small

nolso ond j onor ,, as he had prom
confusion from young
children, sees them go with not n little
relief. It will tlo them nil good to get
nwny from town, ho reflects, nnd now
for the first time (n u yenr or more ho
enn live in peace and quiet; he can re-

lax the nervous tension ho has been
under. Also bo can figure In quiet upon

I the change In scale of living which he
plainly sees Is for Jones
has not been able to save for
ii long time nnd expenses nro
higher nnd higher. That Is one of the

reasons why ho Is Irritable;
why his face has grown thin, his eyes
anxious.

Jones has a good time that summer;
thorp Is llttlo question as to that. Ho
knows other men whoso families nro
uwiiy, still others who Invite him to
run out to their homes In tho suburbs
or at nearby coast resorts to dine nnd

sR'nd the night. It Is not
for Jones to make a fool of
with any of tho of
young women whom ho might
meet; but the and of
his the wives of
his In New or
Long nro so so

and so full of fun nnd
thnt ho ennnot help

them with his own who Is
ing the summer with their up
there In nnd Jones has to

to that Mabel long ago
gavo up to make

and to him.
Of course he that she has

been under a great strain since tho
came. Sho has over

them nnd up whvn they
were 111. Hut Just tho same, she might
have tried to dress to bo

In the ho was
In.

Mabel came back from her
homo In the

than ever, more
mi with the

than more nnd
nnd Even when they moved
Into a

that Mnbel to
hnvo less and less for him.

wero too. Often
when had gono to bed all
tired out, Jones would sit with a pad of
paper on his knee, to
what was to bo tho end of It nil. And
then, with n gronn, ho would go to bed

and try to The angry
had her pnrt.

Sho It thnt year, nnd tho
next, while grew into

harsh
Jones went out alone In tho
moro than ever now,

Ylntiel went with him. Ho
wns ns few men In his
own placo of nnd
his had been
times. both ho nnd
Muhel were with

of
them which could never be

Tho grew more tenso
ns hot with lt

Its on
nerves, and when took

Helpless Resist
Lure

tho home to her for
that summer she and
thnt never would she coinp back to her

until he had until
no hnd his her,
until he made Ills mind to love,apartment pervaded by tho her

mounting

principal

sho

Ised to do when they were And
In the of the his
head with dread nnd linger,
his heurt with what he
the of It nil, Jones let her"
take their homo to her father
and over the

A yon say? Not
at all; a very one.
a resulc to bo under tho

Of course .Tonfs was most
men lire. Of cnuivp he have
taken Into the fact Hint
In their his wlfo had
been to ond

such as no man can
that In over them In
und r.hls strain had been

until she was of
her of
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When
father's September apart-
ment seemed smaller
cluttered children's things
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Impossible.

larger apartment, further up-
town, Octolnr seemed

thought
mounting,

early,

trying cnlculnto

himself ulecp.
goddess commenced

continued
Irritability bicker-

ing, downright quarrelling,
words.
evenings although

sometimes
working worked
particular employment,

salary Increased several
Then, suddenly,

smitten madness.
Words recrimination passed be-

tween re-
called. situation

weather de-
bilitating effect, heavier weight
Jangling Mabel

der en to the
of the

children father's
vowed declared

husband apologized,
changed attitude townrd

married.
excitement situation,

bursting
rankling deemed

Injustice
children

himself plunged nbyss.
fnnclful Illustration,

common Moreover,
expected

selfish;
should

consideration
bearing children

subjected physical mental
strain understand;

wutchlng Illness
health ex-

tended really Incapable
controlling nerve, maintaining

of

Scenes
visitor quite They understand street condition

something
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distracted.

nursemnld

Ilomember

unlettered.

therefrom.

else-
where,

smoothly

nnythlng

Expenses
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the poise and charm Jones found so de
lightful In another woman when ho vLs-Ite- d

a friend over night who had a
homo near tho great city. Nor was
Jones altogether to blame.

In this particular instnnco tho blamo
should largely rest upon tho artificial
conditions of lifu under which he ex-
isted, ns thousands upon thousands of
other men exist In tho great cities of
America. Had ho been content to have

tho water East
undergo tho discomfort of
dally to business, of leading rational
life, ho and Mabel might have escaped
tho Demon might hnvo escaped, bear
in mind; for this Demon Is not absent
from towns and villages of com-
muters not by any means.

At the other extreme of society one
may And Instances without number.
Take a certain fashionable summer re-
sort nt a pnrtlculnr crossing of two Im-
portant avenues where four grent estaus
happen to converge. A few years ago
the four wives nnd tho four husbands
living on the estates were ench having
second in some enses it third experi-
ence of married life. Each of the four
men, ench of the four women, had been
married before. On two of the estates
lived couples who had merely swapped
husbands and wives by means of the
divorce court. And In every one of theso
eight Instances the man or the woman
had led a blameless life, so far ns Is
known, until seized by thnt Demon of
Mlddlo Age.

In pursuing this subject the Inquirer
will find now and then a man, but mora
often a woman, who by temperamental
condition, frequently neurotic from
childhood, Is nlmot Inevitably
with tho madness, Tho original cnuse
may lie far back, possibly 11 tendency
Inherited through one or more genera
tions, which finally produces a girl
sparkling with wit, clever ns can be,
fascinating In every Imaginable way,
yet unstnblo at the

Many mnn, steady In business and
Boclety, has married such a young
woman, only to suffer a sudden awaken-
ing when It Is too late. It Is by no
means seldom that ono son or ono
daughter out 11 largo family may
shoot off at n tongent In middle life,
while all the rest remain In position of
hltih respectability. Such a onu con- -

?emon

AflE

stltutes tho familiar black
the family, And, again. .1

asKeo, wnii mere ooiu mouth
why this particular son uiterroared lu the same home nn i,nj'
the sumo conditions with bru-hrr- .

an(t
sisters who tlo not go wr..n---n- ,

should this pnrtlculur one pin .,
0the chasm7

It cannot be always, oven
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iiuiiuiih. iiiiik uiter in,-
Spain thero was sent to M
nrmy Captain uho had nchi
rank nt West Point and had
himself more than credit
ward let Us give him tin
name of Smith. He was
Philippines for a term of
there took his wlfo and tu .

At first Capt. Smith was u t

all that nn oflleer nnd a
should be. Ho passed into
forties; drink nnd tho gambi
got him through these the an

Mill,,

"1.

dess smote.
Ho fell lower and lower. H

far Into that ubysrf where t'e
was waiting that his wife nnd
had to leave him nnd return
York. Then ho was found
bezzlcd funds entrusted him
dishonorably discharged from
suffered punishment, nnd ll;,
shipped back to the Pacific

After months of privation th
of manhood, with his brlllmu
career gone forever, mnnnged
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He was half starved; he had no
friends, no money, and ho comm $
burglary. Ueforo he could ge ., ijy
from the house he entered he ar-

rested, then tried and isentcn a

term in tho penitentiary. Win ,re
ho was placed In the cell with I', iter
Charlton, the wlfo murderer, int.,
Charhon seriously objected.

"This fellow Is so mean," said f ,rl.
son "that he'd steal from h.s .rii
mate."

This time tho angry goddess In ',,no
her work thoroughly indeed!

At the end of his term of im,
the former army Captain

and obtained a ferrv ,.1

which enabled him to cross the II n,

and at S o'clock that summer ,.
ho found himself wnlklng ei- - , j
through Fourteenth street, "n :, in,
block nfter block, nnd was i,, n?
Slxc'i nvenuo when some one tapp I ,m
on the arm. The roccnt pri.v.n ,rj
shook him off.

"Let me alone!" Smith mim.il,
plodding along with bead il,n
In the pockets of his coat, eyes un the
sldewulk.

The mnn who hnd tried to si p him
wnlked by his side.

"Look here, my friend," he said, "you
seem to be sick nnd in trouble."

"Whnt's thnt to you?" Smith do
manded without luoking up.

"Everything It a my business to help
folks who are In trouble. Where are
you going?"

"Across town to make a hole in the
river.

"It's h pretty long vall. from here
Why don't you step Inside with me and
get little rest, first. We've g,,t a
room Just fur that purpose, wlili in-

tertable chairs und music tu listen t

Then Smith looked up for the Hist
time, and saw that the other man w re
Che uniform of tho Salvation Arm. He
was one of the scouts patrolling mar

I headquarters, watching for tm-- ai.d
women with desperation In th' .r ,

with the telltale prison pallor un t ;r

fuces.
Smith wns weak and half sliii Hn

ullowed himself to bo led into a li- -
hull where a meeting wns in prn- -i .1.

He wns given a cup of coffee und - me

food and then he rested ill .1 i'h,i.: and
listened while other men gut up re
and there in the audience, tellim: 1. i
they had had such experiences .1- - 'ie
had been through alth"iigh nut in ih
nrmy nnd how they hnd been pu.led
up on their feet. Well dressed fuse
men were, too; strong, courageous un-

afraid to face the world and tell th. ir
story; men who were earning a t id

livelihood nnd who did not ihcsiti'e -

mention the Jobs they held down And

every mnn of them sold that whin he
got so low that no human power on

enrth could help he threw himself In

very desperation, on a power n t human.

Smith listened as If fascinated
him swept remembrance of lit'
of his 'Vlfo and children, of his pr
degradation. Then he, too, threw
self unreservedly on that myst- -

Power which the speakers had

'

'.

In their stories. There v- -

emotional excitement about It, i

rho twinkling of nn eye Sni.'h was res-

cued, his life was saved then and are
as literally as some life guard had
thrown a when ho wah "ui;- -
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That night tho Salvation Arm pro'
pie put to bed; then for ts

they nursed 'him, for h,
really ill. When ho became
enough they sent him to one id
Industrial homes, where he wa-- --

light work to do, and every "

was watched, especially when
of the building mi errands. Th. n

a day, a few months later,

nade
real

him rope

him

iivme

Salvation Army otlicer went pr
dent of ono of the great railway
nnd told him Smlii's story fruin
ginning to end,

"I want Job for this man," he
nnd tho railway president gave
was small Job, nt J15 week
Smith took and mndo guml.
made good, In fact, that wa
vanced In pay and response
To-da- y Smith Is In charge of
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tho principal freight distric t of v
York for that same railway. H "
living In a homo of his own w. '1

wlfo and children, nnd his sa!ar H

several thousand dollars a year M re

than that, If you go to the Sa' '"
Army headquarters on a certain w-

aning every month you will find
Smith seated In tho audience, m "i
tho platform you will hoar ,''1
tho story, as 1t Is retold here, ' ''

was almost strangled by the " ,n

of Mlddlo Age, and how he psc.ip
Thero ore exceptions to eveo r.e.

but moro and more science is
openly what n few years nge
mlttod only grudgingly that f
average cuiin or woman who

out morally, who Is In the
tho Demon of Mlddlo Age, the
suro way of escape is for thai
and that woman to fnee their con
realize to what depths they lmv '
nnd realize further that soue
moro than human power Is n
they are to bo saved utter dlgr
oblivion,
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